
1

ALTHOUGH MORE PEOPLE ARE CURRENTLY ENSLAVED 
THANEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY, SLAVERY IS MOSTLY 
UNDERSTOOD AS A RELIC FROM THE PAST. SO IS  
COLONIALISM. TODAY, SLAVERY HAS BEEN ABOLISHED  
AS A LEGALY SECURED LABOUR SYSTEM ALMOST  
EVERY WHERE IN THE WORLD. COLONIALISM 
AS A CONCEPT IS MOST STRONGLY ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE EUROPEAN COLONIAL PERIOD FROM THE 15TH  
CENTURY ONWARDS, WHEN SOME EUROPEAN STATES 
ESTABLISHED COLONIAL EMPIRES. HOWEVER, THIS 
IGNORES THE FACT THAT POWER STRUCTURES HAVE  
NOT CHANGED SINCE THEN.

THE EXPERIENCES OF THE STRUGGLES AND JUSTIFICA-
TIONS OF INDIGENOUS, PEASANT, BLACK, FEMALE, 
TR ANSGENDER, GENDER-DWIVERSE AND MINORIT Y 
COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD CONFIRM  
TWO INCONTROVERTIBLE FACTS: FIRST, THAT COLONIAL 
POWERS, FAR FROM DISAPPEARING, CONTINUE  
TO EXPAND; AND SECOND, THAT IT IS IMPER ATIVE  
TO THINK OF ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO ADDRESS  
THE CH A LLENGES OF MODERN SL AV ERY A ND NEO-
COLONIALISM, WHICH NOT ONLY CURTAIL PEOPLE’S  
RIGHTS BUT ALSO CONTINUE TO DESTROY CULTURES 
AND ECOSYSTEMS.

WE WANT TO BRAND THE NEO-COLONIAL POWERS  
AND CREATE FORMS OF STRUGGLE AND RESISTANCE 
THAT WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO MOBILISE ALL THE 
 FORCES OF GLOBAL DIVERSIT Y TO CREATE A “WORLD  
OF MANY WORLDS” IN WHICH, AS THE ZAPATISTAS 
CL A IM, A LL A FFIR M ATI V E FOR M S OF LIFE W ILL FIN D  
THEIR PLACE. THE ROSA-LUXEMBURG-STIFTUNG,  
CIVIC CIT Y AND DIX—MILLIARDS—HUMAINS AT THIS  
SECOND EDITION OF THE 24-HOUR GLOBAL SOCIAL 
RIGHTS NIGHT WILL THEREFORE FOCUS ON INTERSEC-
TIONAL FORMS OF STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITAL AND  
PATRIARCHY IN A NEO-COLONIAL CONTEXT. ONCE AGAIN, 
THE NIGHT IS TO BECOME ONE OF THE PLACES WHERE  
WE MAKE RIGHTS VIOLATIONS VISIBLE AND CALL FOR 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARIT Y.
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